
www.naturaindomita.com TOP 50 BIRD SPECIES OF LA MANCHA SIERRA MORENA

English Name Theatened Level Status in LM & SM Best Places Best Season Comments

1 Spanish Imperial Eagle Endangered Resident Campo de Montiel, Campo de Calatrava, 
Cabaneros N.P., Sierra de Andujar Nt.P., 
Sierras de Cardena y Montoro Nt.P.

All year round Over 50 pairs of this magnificent bird can 
be found only in the Ciudad Real 
province

2 White Headed Duck Endangered Resident La Mancha Wetlands, Tablas de Daimiel 
N.P.

All year round La Mancha is the main stronghold of this 
bird specie in Spain.

3 Black Shouldered Kite Near 

Threatened

Resident Cabaneros N.P., Campo de Calatrava, 
Valle de Alcudia Nt.P

All year round, 

but easily 

found in Winter

Only found in the western side of Ciudad 
Real province.

4 Pin-Tailed Sandgrouse Vulnerable Resident Campo de Calatrava, Campo de Montiel All year round The Bird from La Mancha

5 Great Bustard Vulnerable Resident Campo de Calatrava, Campo de Montiel All year round In the Calatrava Steppes breeds the best 
populations of this amazing bird in all the 
south of Spain 

6 Little Bustard Vulnerable Resident Campo de Calatrava, Campo de Montiel All year round. 
Big flocks, up 
to 800, in 
Winter

La Mancha has the biggest density of 
Little Bustards of Spain 

7 Marbled Teal Critic 

Endangered

Resident Tablas de Daimiel N.P. All year round, 

but easily 

found in Spring

This endangered bird, only easily found 
in the Mediterranean coast, has bred in 
2011 in La Mancha, with up to 22 adults.

8 Squacco Heron Near 

Threatened

Spring & Summer 
visitor

Campo de Calatrava, Tablas de Daimiel 
N.P.

April to July Very common in Tablas de Daimiel & 
Campo de Calatrava, La Mancha has the 
best populations of this bird inland Spain.

9 Eagle Owl No Degree of 

Threat

Resident Campo de Calatrava, Cabaneros N.P., 
Campo de Montiel

All year round Very common in the Ciudad Real 
province. Perhaps the biggest densities 
of this powerful night raptor in all Spain.

10 Red-Necked Nightjar No Degree of 

Threat

Spring & Summer 
visitor

Campo de Calatrava, Tablas de Daimiel 
N.P.

Mid May to 
September

Common in the Ciudad Real province. 
Easily found in the fields around Almagro 
(Campo de Calatrava). 
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11 Iberian Green 
Woodpecker

No Degree of 

Threat

Resident Campo de Calatrava, Tablas de Daimiel 
N.P., Sierra de Andujar Nt.P. 

All year round Very common in the Ciudad Real 
province. Easily found in the fields 
around Almagro (Campo de Calatrava).

12 Black Wheatear No Degree of 

Threat

Resident Campo de Calatrava, Valle de Alcudia & 
Sierra Madrona Nt.P.

All year round Very poor known, this specie can be 
found in most of the hills around Almagro 
(Campo de Calatrava). 

13 Gull Billed Tern Vulnerable Spring & Summer 
visitor

La Mancha Wetlands  April to July With scattered breeding locations in the 
Mediterranean coast, this bird has one of 
the biggest breeding colonies of Spain in 
La Mancha Wetlands.

14 Bonelli's Eagle Endangered Resident Valle de Alcudia & Sierra Madrona, 
Despenaperros Nt.P.

All year round Over 27 pairs breeds only in the Ciudad 
Real province. Easily found in the Sierra 
Morena area, is really scarce in the rest 
of the area

15 Short-Toed Eagle No Degree of 

Threat

Spring & Summer 
visitor

Cabaneros N.P., Campo de Montiel, 
Campo de Calatrava

April to July Very common in the area, countless 
pairs of birds

16 Black Stork Vulnerable Spring & Summer 
visitor

Valle de Alcudia & Sierra Madrona, Sierras 
de Cardena y Montoro Nt.P., Sierra de 
Andujar Nt.P., Despenaperros Nt.P.

March to 
September

Distribution very poor known in all the 
area, but easily found in all Sierra 
Morena.

17 Blue Rock Thrush No Degree of 

Threat

Resident Campo de Calatrava, Valle de Alcudia & 
Sierra Madrona Nt.P., Despenaperros Nt.P.

All year round Very common in the hills around 
Almagro (Campo de Calatrava) 

18 Moustached Warbler Vulnerable Resident Tablas de Daimiel N.P. Spring, from 
March to May

Only found in Tablas de Daimiel N.P., 
where this tiny bird breeds

19 Spanish Sparrow No Degree of 

Threat

Resident Cabaneros N.P., Campo de Calatrava. All year round Very common and easy to observe in 
rivers & wetlands

20 Azur-Winged Magpie No Degree of 

Threat

Resident Campo de Calatrava, Cabaneros N.P., 
Sierra de Andujar Nt.P.

All year round Very common in different habitats such 
as Open Woodland Forests (Holm Oak 
Dehesas) and some inland wetlands

2



www.naturaindomita.com TOP 50 BIRD SPECIES OF LA MANCHA SIERRA MORENA

English Name Theatened Level Status in LM & SM Best Places Best Season Comments

21 Greater Flamingo Near 

Threatened

Resident La Mancha Wetlands, Campo de Calatrava, 
Tablas de Daimiel N.P.

All year round Greater Flamingo can be seen all year 
round in La Mancha, whether resident or 
migratory birds from others parts of 
Spain. 

22 Purple Heron No Degree of 

Threat

Spring & Summer 
visitor

Tablas de Daimiel N.P., Campo de 
Calatrava

Spring time, 
from April to 
July

Very common in the Calatrava wetlands, 
recently has colonized its ancient 
stronghold of Tablas de Daimiel N.P. 

23 Little Bittern No Degree of 

Threat

Spring & Summer 
visitor

Tablas de Daimiel N.P., Campo de 
Calatrava

Spring time, 
from April to 
July

Easy to observe in Tablas de Daimiel, 
this emblematic bird is one of the main 
attractions of the park

24 Scops Owl No Degree of 

Threat

Spring & Summer 
visitor

Tablas de Daimiel N.P., Campo de 
Calatrava, Cabaneros N.P.

Spring time, 
from April to 
June

Difficult to observe but easy to hear in 
the La Mancha nights

25 Great Spotted Cuckoo No Degree of 

Threat

Spring & Summer 
visitor

Campo de Calatrava, Sierra de Andujar 
Nt.P., Cabaneros N.P.

Spring time, 
from March to 
July

The first migratory bird to enter in La 
Mancha from Africa. Sometimes seen in 
January

26 Cirl Bunting No Degree of 

Threat

Resident Campo de Calatrava, Valle de Alcudia & 
Sierra Madrona Nt.P., Sierra de Andujar 
Nt.P.

All year round Easy to observe in the Calatrava 
mountains, easy to hear in most of Sierra 
Morena

27 Collared Pratincole Vulnerable Spring & Summer 
visitor

Tablas de Daimiel N.P., Campo de 
Calatrava, La Mancha Wetlands

Spring time, 
from April to 
July

Common in all the wetlands of La 
Mancha

28 White-Rumped Swift Vulnerable Spring & Summer 
visitor

Valle de Alcudia Nt.P., Despenaperros 
Nt.P., Sierra de Andujar Nt.P.

Spring time, 
from April to 
July

Uncommon spring visitor, it's expanding 
its territory to the north side of La 
Mancha. Recent records in Cabaneros 
N.P.

29 Golden Oriole No Degree of 

Threat

Spring & Summer 
visitor

Campo de Calatrava, Valle de Alcudia 
Nt.P., Sierra de Andujar Nt.P., 
Despenaperros Nt.P.

Spring time, 
from April to 
July

Very shy, this beautiful bird is easy to 
observe in the Campo de Calatrava

30 Roller Vulnerable Spring & Summer 
visitor

Tablas de Daimiel N.P., Cabaneros N.P. Spring time, 
from May to 
July

Very local and rare, but easy to find in 
both National Parks
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31 Hawfinch No Degree of 

Threat

Resident Campo de Calatrava, Valle de Alcudia Nt.P. All year round Very local and rare, but easy to find in 
Campo de Calatrava

32 Red Kite Endangered Resident Cabaneros N.P., Campo de Montiel, Valle 
de Alcudia Nt.P.

All year round, 
but better in 
Winter

In Cabaneros we can find big roosting 
places, up to 100 birds, in Winter time 
around the park

33 Lesser Kestrel Vulnerable Spring & Summer 
visitor. Some 
individual 
Residents

Campo de Calatrava, Campo de Montiel Spring time, but 
some individuals 
all year round

It's the most common raptor in the 
Campo de Calatrava

34 Montagu's Harrier Vulnerable Spring & Summer 
visitor

Campo de Calatrava, Campo de Montiel, 
Cabaneros N.P.

Spring time, 
from May to 
July

Endangered, every year it's more difficult 
to observe the gracile flight of this 
fantastic raptor

35 Black-Belied 
Sandgrouse

Vulnerable Resident Campo de Calatrava, Campo de Montiel All year round, 
but more easy 
in Winter

Not as common as Pin-Tailed 
Sandgrouse, this bird is one of the jewels 
of the Calatrava Steppes

36 Stone Curlew Near 

Threatened

Resident Campo de Calatrava, Campo de Montiel, 
Tablas de Daimiel N.P.

All year round Very common in the fields around 
Almagro (Campo de Calatrava)

37 Wood Lark No Degree of 

Threat

Resident Campo de Calatrava, Cabaneros N.P., 
Valle de Alcudia Nt.P., Sierra de Andujar 
Nt.P.

All year round Easy to find in the steppes inside 
Cabaneros N.P.

38 Calandra Lark No Degree of 

Threat

Resident Campo de Calatrava, Campo de Montiel, 
Cabaneros N.P., Valle de Alcudia Nt.P.

All year round Easy to find in the steppes of Campo de 
Calatrava

39 Garganey Vulnerable Spring & Summer 
visitor

La Mancha Wetlands, Tablas de Daimiel 
N.P.

Spring & 
Autumm time, 
from March to 
September

Uncommon spring visitor and breeding 
bird, with good chances in the the 
migratory movements in early Spring and 
early Autumm

40 Red-Billed Chough No Degree of 

Threat

Resident Campo de Calatrava, Valle de Alcudia 
Nt.P., Sierra de Andujar Nt.P.

All year round Very common in the area, even in the 
Steppes of Campo de Calatrava
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41 Goshawk No Degree of 

Threat

Resident Sierra de Andujar Nt.P., Campo de 
Calatrava, Cabaneros N.P., Despenaperros 
Nt.P.

All year round Very local, difficult to observe outside 
Pine forests areas

42 Bee-Eater No Degree of 

Threat

Spring & Summer 
visitor

All the area Spring time, 
from April to 
July

Very common everywhere

43 Spectacled Warbler No Degree of 

Threat

Spring & Summer 
visitor

Campo de Calatrava Spring time, 
from April to 
July

Very rare and local, can be found in quite 
a few locations in Campo de Calatrava

44 Reed Bunting (Iberian 
race) 

Endangered Resident Tablas de Daimiel Nt.P., La Mancha 
Wetlands

Spring and 
Winter

Very local, the Iberian race witherby  of 
this bird has only about 400 pairs, mostly 
in La Mancha and Mallorca

45 Subalpine Warbler No Degree of 

Threat

Spring & Summer 
visitor

Cabaneros N.P., Campo de Calatrava Spring time, 
from April to 
July

Very local but common in the mountains 
of the area covered with Mediterranean 
vegetation

46 Black-Crowned Night 
Heron

No Degree of 

Threat

Spring & Summer 
visitor

Campo de Calatrava, Tablas de Daimiel 
N.P.

Spring time, 
from April to 
July

Very common in the wetlands around 
Almagro

47 Black-Neck Grebe Near 

Threatened

Resident La Mancha Wetlands, Tablas de Daimiel 
N.P.

All year round Common in all kind of wetlands 

48 Purple Swamphen No Degree of 

Threat

Resident La Mancha Wetlands, Tablas de Daimiel 
N.P., Campo de Calatrava

All year round Rare but localized, only found in small 
numbers

49 Dartford Warbler No Degree of 

Threat

Spring & Summer 
visitor

Cabaneros N.P., Sierra de Andujar Nt.P., 
Valle de Alcudia Nt.P., Despenaperros 
Nt.P., Campo de Calatrava

Spring time, 
from April to 
July

Easy to find in slopes with Rock Rose 
vegetation

50 Red-Knobed Coot Critic 

Endangered

Resident Tablas de Daimiel N.P. All year round Very rare. Easily found in Tablas de 
Daimiel in year 2011
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